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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 03 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
04/24/2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-1 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yuasa et 
al. (US 4,679,077). 

Re claims 1, 6, and 9, Yuasa teaches a monitoring system for carrying out a 
method of monitoring monitored locations by means (figs. 1, 3-5) of a monitoring system 
comprising a plurality of monitoring modules (1-1 ... 1-n of fig. 1), each of the plurality of 
monitoring modules (1-1 ... 1-n of fig. 1) having a light-sensitive sensor a visual image 
sensor is a video camera, fig. 1), for monitoring the monitored locations (1-1 ... 1-n of fig. 
1, the visual image sensor is at different locations), and a remote monitoring station with 
an operator (fig. 5, note remote monitoring operation), the plurality of monitoring 
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modules being arranged to carry out computer based analysis (figs. 1-14A, and 14B ) , 

comprising the steps of: recording (1-1 of fig. 1 5 Note the video camera is capturing an 
image of a scene) by each of the monitoring modules an image of the monitored location 
associated with the monitoring module, extracting (17 of fig. 1 and 20 of fig. 3) in each of 
the monitoring modules an area in the recorded image that differs from a reference image 
(previous data Db of fig. 1), extracting (30 of fig. 4) in each of the monitoring modules an 
object from the area (the extracted features are labeled and made into list- formed line 
drawing in the feature extractor circuit, 31 of fig. 4), classifying (32-37 of fig. 4) in each 
of the monitoring modules the object based on characteristics, such as a characteristic of 
the type: size, shape and/or movement history, associated with the object (col. 10, line 
26-col. 11, line 22; the changed objects are classified into shapes, sizes, location, and 
moving directions, wherein the changed object are humans, animals, smoke, or flame), if 
the object is a human alarm object (Note the changed object to be tracked, col. 11, lines 
15-22, this would fairly suggest, the changed object is a human, col. 10, lines 52-65), 
transmitting (fig. 1 1 A, where encoder is compressing the changed object into code and 
transmitting to the decoder, fig. 1 IB, when the changed object is detected as human), if 
the object is classified as a human alarm object (col. 10, lines 34-65), data representing 
only the extracted area of the image in a stylized way (27 of fig. 3; col. 8, lines 60-68), 
the stylized way representing a recognizable human shape ( Note to convert differentiated 
picture data into a line drawing data on the basis of edges and contours in a line drawing 
generator circuit 30 of fig. 4, wherein the changed or differentiated object is a human 
shape to be recognized, 30 of fig. 4, col. 10, lines 52-col. 11, line 22; so this disclosure 
would fairly suggested, one of ordinary skill in the art, recognizing the human shape as 
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changed shape that would be transmitted to the remote location, figs. 11a and 1 lb), to 
the monitoring station (fig. 5; col. 12, lines 14-34), and recreating (73-86 of fig. 5) said 
transmitted data in the monitoring station and displaying the same (86 of fig. 5) to the 
operator for verification of the human alarm object (see figs. 1 1 A and 1 IB, Note code 
compressor (150 of fig. 1 1A) for transmitting the compressed data as code to the receiver 
(fig. 1 IB) for decompressing the compressed data as code to re-create sample (image 
data)). 

Re claims 2-5, 7-8, 10-11, Yuasa further teaches in which the method further 
comprises the step of creating the outline shape of the area in order to represent the object 
in a stylized way (27 of fig. 3); in which the stylized area is a stylized outline shape (col. 
8, lines 60-68); the step of comparing particular characteristics (60, 65, and 66 of fig. 4) 
associated with the object with corresponding characteristics associated with an object 
extracted from a previously recorded image (col. 6, lines 12-23), in which case if the 
characteristics conform to the extent that they can be considered to belong to the same 
object, data is recorded about the movement history of the object for classification and/or 
transmission to the monitoring station to be recreated and displayed to the operator (col. 
10, line 66-col.l 1, line 9); if the object is classified as a human alarm object, of 
transmitting supplementary alarm information about the area such as information of the 
type (col. 10, lines 52-65): intensity regions and/or line content together with data 
representing the area in a stylized way and of recreating and displaying the transmitted 
supplementary alarm information (84 and 86 of fig. 5, note character data is 
superimposed with the data representing the data in a stylized (line drawing)). 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 



applicant's disclosure. 

Boyette (US 5,097,328) discloses apparatus and a method for sensing events 
from a remote location. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tung Vo whose telephone number is 571-272-7340. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on 571-272-7418. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for . 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000-—, ( 
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